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SOME 


_ HO U G H T 


ON THE 


GENERAL IMPROVEMENT 


OF 


IREL AND, &c. 


M 'y Lords and Gentlemen, 
: f the Freedom of this Addreſs, "RI a 


2 an Apology; I hope the Importance of 
N the Subject, will be allowed to plead 
for me. 

It can't be deny'd, but that there 
are ſeveral Regulations, which are much wanted, and 


many Improvements, which might be uſefully carry'd 


on, in this Kingdom : I ſhall mention only ſuch as 
appear to me of moſt Conſequence. 


„ 1 


8 


Perſon unknown, may ſeem to require 


Part of the Community. 

Now for this Evil, there can be no Remedy ſo pro- 
per or effectual, as the erecting of Work-houſes in 
all our principal Towns; and furniſhing them with 


and Sturdineſs of the Luſty Vagrant. 


Strength. Re 
I am told that the Dutch don't ſuffer any of their 
Poor to beg at all; but maintain them all in ſuch . 


TY F 
1. The Numbers of Poor, which go about from 


Houſe to Houſe (begging from ſome, and ſtealing 

from others, and bringing up their Children to the 
ſame Trade of Idleneſs and Theft) are in themſelves 
a great Nuſance; and at the ſame Time, bring on a 


very heavy Charge upon the Honeſt and Induſtrious 


Materials and Tools, for carrying on ſuch different 
Kinds of Manufactures, . as are ſuitable to the Weak- 
neſs and Infirmities of the real Poor, or the Strength 


Here the old or diſabled, might be comfortably 


maintained by eaſy kinds of Labour; the Young 
trained up to ſuch Induſtry as their infant Years will 
allow; the Sick and Maimed reſtored to their Health 


and Limbs, by proper Medicine and Care; and the 
ſturdy lazy Sluggard, by hard Fare and due Cor- 
rection, be compelled to work, according to his 


Houſes: And by keeping them under proper Regu- 


lations, and furmſhing them with ſuitable Kinds of 
Work, the State reaps conſiderable Advantages from 
the ſeveral Manufactures, which are there carried on: 
In particular, the Nets and other Utenſils neceſſary for 
their Fiſheries, are chiefly ſupplied from hence, at ve- 


ry low Rates. 


2. An Hoſpital alſo in every County, for the Re- 
ception, Maintenance and Education of Foundlings, 
would not only prevent ſuch ſhocking Crimes, as 
Women murdering their own Off- ſpring; but alſo be 


a Means of bringing up many Children to Virtue and 


induftry, who are now bred to nothing but idle or 
diſſolute Courſes, or ſtarved, and periſh before their 


Time. | 


AF FAN 


3. There cannot be conceived any Improvement of 


reater Service to the Trade and Commerce of this 


Kingdom, than the opening an eaſy and thorough 


Communication between the ſeveral Parts of it: 


Where ever this can be effected, by means of an In- 


land Navigation, the Benefits ariſing from it would be 


ſo great, that no Expence ſhould be judged too great, 


that ſhall be found neceſſary to accompliſh it: And 


Where a Navigation is not practicable, there good and 


convenient Roads ſhould be carried on from one 


Town to another, thro' the whole Kingdom. 


Carriage isa great Draw-back upon the Value of all | 


our Commodities, but eſpecially on ſuch as are Bulky 
and Cumberſome; and till we can make this cheap 
and eaſy, every thing neceſſary for our Food and 
Clothing, and all the Materials for our ſeveral Manu- 
factures, muſt ever come dear to our Markets. 


This Improvement, it muſt be allowed, has been 


for ſome Years carried on, by the Truſtees of the In- 

land Navigation, and Turnpike Roads; uſefully and 
honeſtly in ſome Places; I wiſh I could ſay the ſame 
in all; but unleſs it be done in a more extenſive Man- 
ner, than at preſent, it will be many Years before the 
Kingdom will feel the Advantage of it. 


4: Our Country abounds with many large Loughs 


and Boggs, barren Heaths and unprofitable Moun- 
tains. Would not the draining the one, and reclaim- 
ing the other, be of infinite Service to us, by the Ac- 
quiſition of ſo much new Land, as well as by the 
Improvement of our Air and Climate? 


When one Gentleman purchaſes from another, he 


may take pleaſure in the Thought of adding to his 


own Eſtate, but he adds nothing to the Kingdom all 


the while; becauſe the other loſes as much as he 


gains. It is only the paſſing of Land from one Hand 


to another, in a kind of Circulation, as Money and 


Bills paſs among Merchants. But as that Merchant, 
who imports a Quantity of real Bullion, may be 
truly laid to bring new Treaſure into the Kingdom; 
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ſo, that Perſon, who reclaims a barren Heath or 
Mountain; or draws a rich Mineral out of its Bowels ; 


or, by draining a Lough or Bogg, makes dry Land to 


appear, where Water was before; may be very pro- 


perly ſaid to add fo much new Land, or Wealth to 


the Kingdom. Works of this Nature may be called 
a kind of Creation, and ought always to meet with a 
ſuitable Incouragement, both in Honour and Profit, 


from the Publick. 


Some Nations have taken great Glory to them- 
ſelves, and been at vaſt Expence, both of Men and 


Money, in order to acquire new Territories, and ex- 


tend their Dominion into foreign Countries: But half 


the Expence laid out at home, in the Improvement 
of their own Country, would generally prove a more 


valuable and ſecure Purchaſe. 


Few private Perſons indeed, are able for Under- 
takings of this Nature: And though one may be able 


and willing, yet perhaps his Neighbour may be nei- 


ther; by which Means ſuch Works are generally at a 
43 Stand; and muſt continue ſo, to the end of Time, 


unleſs you will interpoſe your Authority, to compel 
the ſeveral Parties (Who will be the Gainers by it) to 


join in the Expence; and will alſo lay ſome Share of 


the Burthen upon the Public. 
.. It is well known, that our Seas are ſtocked with 


Plenty of wholeſome Fiſh, that our Neighbours, par- 
ticularly the Dutch, French, and Danes, carry on a 


conſiderable Trade, by Means of the Fiſh, which 


they take yearly upon the Coaſts of Scotland and Ire- | 
land. 

By this Trade they maintain and imploy their Poor 

at home, breed up Hands for their Navigation, and 

carry on a large foreign Trade; to the full as benefi- 

cCial, as any of thoſe that ariſe from the Growths or 


Manufactures of their reſpective Countries. 
We ſee Great Britain at length very wiſely forming 


Societies, and giving Premiums to its People, to in- 


courage them to fall into this Branch of Buſineſs. 
| Why 


1 
Why ſhould not we alſo endeavour, to reap ſome of 
thoſe 7 which our Situation affords us, in a 


peculiar Degree? Is it not moſt unaccountable Indo- 


lence, to neglect a Trade held out to us by Provi- 


dence, and which we ſee our foreign Neighbours 
make ſo conſiderable a Profit by? 

6. A great Imperfection way be obſerved in our 
Methods of breeding up our ſeveral Manufacturers 
and inferior Tradeſmen. In other Countries they 


ſerve a long Apprenticeſhip, and work as Journey- 


men for ſome Years, under ſkilful Maſters, before 
they are allowed to ſet up for themſelves. 
The ſeveral diſtinct Trades are alſo generally carri- 


ed on, in diſtinct Towns and Villages, where little 
elſe is minded, but the Buſineſs and Improvement of 


that particular Trade they profeſs; by which Means, 


each diſtin& Trade is advanced to the greateſt Nicety 
and Perfection. 


Whereas with us, few frve a er Apprentice- 


ſhip to any Trade. There are indeed ſome Bye- 
Laws in our Corporations for that Purpoſe, but L 


have not heard of any general Law of that Kind, 


which extends its Influence over the whole Kingdom. 5 


Except in our Corporations, I believe, every Maſter 


is at Liberty to take an Apprentice, for as long or as 


ſhort a Time as he pleaſes ; and every Man ſets up in 


any Branch of Buſineſs he thinks fit, without having 


| ſerved as an Apprentice, or worked as a Journey man 
at it. 


Neither do our Tradeſmen aſſociate in Towns and 


Villages, but are generally found diſperſed over the 


Country; where each of them is fond of occupying a 
Bit of Land, and will needs be dabbling in a Fam: 


The Conſequence of which is, that they become nei- 


their ſkilful F armers, nor expert Workmen, but are 


generally Bunglers in both. 


Even in our Linen Manufacture, which is the chief 


Support of the Kingdom, and has therefore deſer- 
vedly engaged the Attention of the Publick, yet little 
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br no Care is taken by the Maſter Workmen, in this 


Reſpect : Nor do J recollect any Statute now in be- 
ing, which makes ſuch Neglects Penal, either in the 
Maſter, 7 man, or Apprentice. The Effect of 
which, if not remedied in Time, will be the gradual 
Loſs of that Knowledge in this Manufacture, which 
our Fathers had with great Pains acquired, and left 
with uw -- 

There are alſo many Defects in our Schools, and 


in the Manner of preparing our Youth, either for 
mechanical Bulineſs, or the more genteel Profeſſi- | 


ons. 
The general Method of the Schools is to inforce 


ever Thing by the Terror of the Rod. This ſup- 
preſſes every generous Sentiment, and habituates the 


Infant Mind, to Meanneſs and Servility, giving at 
the ſame Time, a Diſtaſte and Antipathy to the 
Things which are inſtilled into them 7 ſuch diſagree- 
able Methods. 6 
Whereas calm Expoſtulations, with proper Pre- 


miums, and honourable Diſtinctions, would work 


much more effectually upon every generous Breaſt. 
And almoſt every Boy is ſuch, till he has been render- 


ed callous by frequent Whippings, and has loſt all 


Senſe of Honour or Shame, by having often under- 
gone that infamous Puniſhment, for Faults perhope of 


a trifling Nature. 


Servile Puniſhments ſhould only be inflicted upon 
the moſt Profligate and Degenerate ; and only then, 
when they are deaf to the Remonſtrances of Rea- 


ſon, and have loſt all fceling of Honour and Cenero- 


ſity. 


or two dead Languages, and almoſt 2 neglecting 
our own, and other living Languages, of our neigh- 


bouring Nations, with whom we hold any Intercourſe 
in Trade. 


The Method of our Schools is certainly wrong in 
ſpending ſo much Time as they do, in teaching one 


It 
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It is alſo a Defect in our Education, that Boys are 
not inſtructed there in ſeveral Branches of Knowledge, 
which are ſuitable to their Age, and might be of Ser- 
vice to them in the inſuing part of their Lives. Any 
of the Mechanic Arts might be eaſily taught at this 
Time; Navigation, Gunnery, Fortification, Military 
Exerciſe, Perſpective, Drawing, Ship- building, Houſe- 
building, Surveying, Gaugeing, Levelling, Garden- 
ing, and Agriculture. 

And as the practical Part of theſe Arts might be 
thus taught at our Schools; ſo it ſhould ſeem not be- 
neath the Dignity of our Univerſity, to have the 
Principles of thoſe Arts taught by . Proteſlors 
of their Society. 

By this 2 all Students, who are ee of In- 
rudtion.i in any of theſe Branches, or are intended to 
ſerve their Country in any particular Employment or 

Calling, might have an eaſy Opportunity of acquiring, 
both, the knowledge and Practice necellary to ſuch. 
' Profeſſions. 

And as Trade ſcems to be the chief Buſineſs of ſome 

Nations, and the general Aim of all; would it not be 
of ſingular Uſe to have a Publick Profeſſor and Lec- 
turer therein; whoſe Buſineſs ſhould be to explain the 
true Principles thereof, as well as to point out the Er- 
rors and miſtaken Noting therein, which prevail i in 
almoſt every Country, with reſpect to ſome Branch 
or other of it? 

And as the Linen Manufacture is in great Meaſure 
the Support of all our Trade, might it not be of Uſe 
to have a particular Profeſſor thereof appointed in our 

Univerſity, who might explain and teach all the ſeve- 
ral Branches thereof, with all the mechanical Opera- 
tions uſeful therein, in a ſcientifical, as well as prac- 
tical Manner. Under ſuch a Profeſſor, even, young 
Gentlemen of Fortune would be proud to learn all the 
Myſteries of a Trade ſo beneficial to the Kingdom: 
And from ſuch a Maſter ſkilful Scholars might be de- 
he all over r the Country, in order to explain its 


Principles, 
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Principles, and improve its Practice; which could 
not fail to propagate the Knowledge of the Art, as 
well as bring it to the greateſt Nicety and Perfection. 
There are ſome other Profeſſorſnips much wanted 
in our Univerſity, which would be of great Service to 
the Youth of our Nobility and Gentry. = 
For theſe, not caring to imbark deeply in the Study 
of the learned Sciences, are often at a Loſs how to em- 
ploy their Time ; and would be glad to improve them- 
ſelves in any of thoſe polite Accompliſhments, which 
adorn the Gentleman: For which Reaſon even Dan- 
cing, Fencing, Riding, ought to find a Place in an 
 Univerfity : And the Study of Oratory and civil Poli- 
ty ſhould be principally inculcated upon all thoſe, 
who hope one Day to have the Honour of repreſent- 
ing their Country in the great Aſſembly of the Nation. 
Profeſſors alſo of antient and modern Hiſtory would be 
of great Uſe, who ſhould explain the different Conſti- 
tutions of the moſt famous antient States and King 
 doms of the World, with the Cauſes of their Growth 
ji and Declenſion; as likewiſe ' the Origin and Growth 
'' of our own, and other modern Conſtitutions : All 
1 which, with proper Compariſons and Paralells drawn 
yl between them, would be the beſt Means of forming 
the wile Stateſman and generous Patriot. 
| Ihe French have ſet us a laudable Example in ma- 
ny of theſe Reſpects; we are apt enough to imitate 
if them in their Foibles and Follies; let us not be a- 
If ſhamed to take a Pattern from them in Things that 
are wiſely deſigned. Whatever Profeſſions their Youth ® 
are intended for, there are Schools and Academies, 19 
where they are regularly bred, and fully inſtructed, 8 
in the Principles and Practice of thoſe Arts, which are 'Þ 
neceſſary to the reſpective Callings they are deſigned þ 
for. And as an Encouragement to their excelling in "JM 
their different Ways, from theſe Academies all Em- 
If ployments in the State, the Army, and the Marine, 1 
"i are — a filled up, and the Perſons choſen he of —_—_ 
| els em | 
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mem, according as they have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 


in any eminent Degree. 


And, in fact, to theſe Inſtitutions it is owing, that 


their Armies and Navies are become ſo conſiderable ; 


that their Merchants have worked themſelves into the 


Trade of moſt Nations; and that their Stateſmen 
make a Figure in the Courts of the greateſt Princes. 
Whereas our Youth, for want of ſuch Opportunities, 


generally enter into the Service of the State, the Army, 
or the Fleet, quite raw and untaught, without Know- 


ledge, without Practice, abſolutely devoid of the moſt 
fundamental and neceſſary Qualifications for a Stateſ- 


man; a Soldier, or a Sailor, 
8. Another Thing much wanted is a Review of our 


Laws, and the digeſting them into one Body, in a 


natural, plain, and conſiſtent Manner; ſo as to make 


the Knowledge of them eaſy and familiar to all thoſe, 


who are obliged to pay Obedience to them. 


The multiplicity and intricacy of our Laws has 
been long complained of as a Grievance; and muſt 


every Day become more and more ſo, from the Ad- 
ditions to them, and Alterations in them, which are 


thought neceſſary to be made every Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment. | 


The Tediouſneſs alſo and Expence of Law Suits 


Cy partly from this Intricacy of the Laws them- 


elves, partly from the Errors and Abuſes crept into 
the Practice of our ſeveral Courts of Juſtice, and 


partly from the dilatory Methods and Forms, by which 
| Buſineſs is carried on in each of them) is another Grie- 
vance, which has been "ay ſenſibly telt by many a- 
mong us. 
The one lays a Foundation for new Debates and 
Law Suits every Day ; and the other ſubjects the moſt 
honeſt and peaceable Man to a monſtrous Expence in 


Defence of any of his Rights, which a litigious Neigh- 
bour may think proper to conteſt with him. 
Notwithſtanding we may juſtly boaſt of having 


Laws framed, for the moſt part, by our own Repre- 


ſentatives ; 
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ſentatives; notwithſtanding our Lives, Liberties and 


Properties are ſecured to us by thoſe Laws; notwith- 
ſtanding the Courts of Juſtice are open to every Man, 


ſo that Redreſs may be had, in a legal Manner, by 


the meaneſt or pooreſt Perſon in the Land, againſt 
the greateſt and moſt powerful: Notwithſtanding 
this great Bleſſing of Freedom, Laws, and Courts of 


| Juſtice; yet, I ſay, it cannot be deny'd, that theſe 


very legal Means and Methods of Redreſs are become 
ſo dilatory and expenſive, that many have been heard 
to ſay, it had been better for them to have loſt their 
Cauſe in the Beginning, than to have gained it at the 


End of a tedious Suit. 


As the World goes, it is a 1 Thing hardly to be ex- 


pected, that our Lawyers, Attornies, Sollicitors, and 
other Retainers to our Courts, ſhould lay their Heads 
together, and join in their Endeavours to reduce our 


Laws into a ſhort and plain Syſtem; or contrive a 


Method of expediting Suits, by correcting Abuſes, 


and cutting off unneceſſary Forms : Becauſe theſe are 
the very Means, by which that Society have grown to 
their preſent State of Opulence, Power, and Gran- 
deur; and indeed J fear, they are ſo well ſecured in 
Intrenchments of Forms, Precedents, and Uſages of 
long ſtanding, that it will require a Spirit and Capa- 
city, equal to that of his Pruſſian Majeſty,” to pull 
them out of theſe ſtrong Holds. 

But tho! little Aſſiſtance is to be expected from the 


{ſelfiſh Part of that Body, yet I can't but think, that 


there will be ſome always found among the Gentle- 


men of the Law, who are adorned with ſo much Vir- | 
tue and Generofity, as to prefer the publick Good to 


the private Gains of their Society; and on that Ac- 
cuunt will help forward fo uſeful an Undertaking. 
And as ſeveral of them have the Honour to fit in the 


| Houle of Commons, and may be greatly aiding and 


aſſiſting thereto ; ſurely they, together with the other 
Member of the Legiſlature; may be depended on for 
having 


Wiſdom ſufficient to conduct it. 5 1 
It would indeed be Preſumption in any private 


be brought to Perfection; but any one of them may 


would be agreeable to you, and meet with a ſuitable 
Encouragement, there is no Doubt to be made, 
but ſeveral thinking Men among them might be indu- 
ced to publiſh their Sentiments on that Head before 


Hints thus furniſhed by different Perſons, it would 
be no very difficult Matter to ſelect the moſt feaſible 


conſiſtent Plan 8 


buried in the Breaſts of the Contemplative. 


keep up a Spirit and Emulation among Men of Learn- 


be exerted to the utmoſt Pitch: Whereas with us, 
for want of ſuch a Spur, the brighteſt Parts too often 
ſink into Indolence and Sloth. . a 

9. Another Thing of great Service to this King- 


upon good and undoubted Credit. 


Poor tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe the Trade of Ireland to 


6 increaſe beyond our warmeſt Hopes; and tho' our 
4 Exports ſhould by this Means exceed our Imports in a 
XxX much greater Degree than ever they have yet done; 
and ſo bring in a Balance of Treaſure in our 
El Favour ; yet .our Remittances to England, for Ac- 
3 count. of our Abſentees, will for ever be a conſtant 


Drain 


having Courage equal to this arduous Attempt, and 
Lawyer, to hope to work out of his ſingle Brain any 
Scheme, by which ſo glorious an Undertaking could 


modeſtly offer Hints, which may be uſeful to that End. 
And if you think proper to ſignify that ſuch Hints 


your next Seſſion. And from the ſeveral different 


and expedient, and to form them into one regular and 
A like Encouragement to any ingenious Man to 
publiſh his Thoughts on this Subject, or any other, 
which may be of Service to the Community, could 
not fail to produce many uſeful Hints, which now lie 


Me find the French in their Academies every Lear 
propoſe Prizes for Diſcourſes of this Nature: Theſe 


ing and Genius, and occaſion their ſeveral Talents to 


dom, would he the eſtabliſhing of a Paper Currency 
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Drain upon us, every Year carrying off a large Part 
of our current Caſh, as faſt as we can import it. 


The unavoidable Conſequence of which is, that 
great Part of our inland Commerce muſt always be 


carried on by Means of Bills of Exchange, or Promiſ- 
ſory Notes of Merchants and Bankers. n 


That our current Caſh is quite inſufficient to circu- 


late our Buſineſs : without the Aid of a Paper Cur- 
rency, is evident in Fact from the eaſy Credit we are 


wont to give to any Body who will ſet up a Bank; 
notwithſtanding we have ſuffered ſo much from the 


Frauds or Inſolvencies of Bankers, and the great Dif- . 


ficulties that are found in adjuſting their Accounts 


after their Deaths. 805 | 
If then a Paper Currency be abſolutely neceſſary tocar- 


ry on the greateſt Part of the Buſineſs of the Kingdom; 
andif private Merchants and Bankers have often failed ; 


ſhut up their Shops in their Life-time ; or, by their 


Deaths, cauſed a Stagnation in our Buſineſs ; thrown 
the whole Kingdom into Confuſion ; and ruined many 


honeſt and fair Traders : Can any Thing be more e- 


vident, than the Uſefulneſs of a national Bank, to be 
erected in Dublin, with correſpondent Chambers of 
Account, in the moſt convenient Part of the other. 
three Provinces ? N el 5 
Buy a national Bank is meant, one ſecured by the 
Nation, on the Faith and Credit of the Legiſlature; 


in which no private Perſons or Companies are to have 
any Shares; but the whole Profits thereof to redound 


to the Uſes of the Publick; and the Loſſes to be 
made good by the Publick out of ſome publick Fund. 
The Notes of ſuch Bank to be a legal Tender of Pay- 


ment for any Tax or Duty to the Government, any 


Bill of Exchange, Note or Debt whatſoever, and the 
Lodgments in it to be ſecured by Parliament. 
Private Merchants and Bankers may fail, or by their 
Deaths put a Stop to Trade; Companies may alſo fail; 


or, tho they ſhould not fail, yet are ſubjeEt to Incon- 


veniencies from the jobbing of Stocks and Shares: but 


a national 


1 1871 
a national Bank is ſubject to no ſuch Inconveniencies; 
nor can it ever fail, unleſs we ſuppoſe the whole Con- 


ſtitution overturned, the Country laid waſte, and the 


Kingdom depopulated, 


And if it ſhould be our Misfortune, to be at any 


Time reduced to this calamitous State, it would then 

be of little Importance to any private Man, in whoſe 
Hands his Caſh or Goods, were depoſited; for in ſuch 
a general Confuſion (as is here ſuppoſed) every Per- 


ſon would unavoidably ſuffer the Loſs of every Thing. 


But, if it ſhould ever be our Happineſs to revive from 
ſuch a Deſolation, and to have our Laws and Conſti- 


tution reſtored to us ; may we not then depend on the 
Faith and Honour of the Legiſlature, that every pri- 


vate Man's Right ſhall be reſtored to him, and his 
Property ſecured, in ſuch Manner and Proportion, as 
ſhall be conſiſtent with Juſtice and the publick Wel- 


fare. So that even in the Caſe ſuppoſed, which is the 


moſt deſperate and unfavourable we can well imagine, 

| we mist ſafely rely on the Security of a national 
Bank. | | | | 5 | XK 

As to the Management of ſuch a Bank, with the 

Choice of Directors, Caſhiers and Clerks; and the 

Checks to be contrived, and Securities to be required 

of each ; it is to be hoped, that the Wiſdom of the 


Nation will be able to take as effectual Care of theſe 


Points, and to guard againſt Abuſes, as any private 
Bankers, or Companies can do. ſos 


But, whether all theſe Things be properly concert- 
ed in the Beginning, or not, it can be of no Conſe- 


- quence to any private Perſon, who has a Demand on 


the Bank: For the Bank muſt anſwer their Notes. 


And if it ſhould happen, that any of the Managers, 


Caſhiers or Clerks, ſhould at any Time be guilty of 


a Fraud, or other Male-practice ; the Bank muſt have 


the trouble of ſueing, and will always have its Remed 


againſt the reſpective Securities of any of its Officers 
oO Servants And as any Frauds or Errors may be diſ- 
covered in the Courſe of Practice, which could not 


have 
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couragement to the Farmer; as by 
Price would ſeldom fall too low: And, at the ſame 
Time, an high Penalty on the Occupiers of Land, who 
ſhould neglect to plough a certain proportion of their 


1 16 1 | 
have been readily foreſeen, it will be eaſie, by pro- 


per Care to prevent the like for the future, 


10. The many Famines we have had in this Coun- 
try, and the great Hardſhip and Miſery, which our 
Labourers, Manufacturers, and lower Ranks of Peo- 
ple ſuffer, in every ſcarce or dear Year, ſhould put 


us upon deviſing ſome effectual Means, for keeping 
the Price of Bread within ſome reaſonable Limits; 


ſo as, that it ſhould never fall ſo low, as to diſcou- 
rage the Farmer; nor riſe ſo high, as to oppreſs the 


Manufacturer. 


To this Purpoſe, it has been thought by ſome Gen- 
tlemen, that a large Bounty on the Exportation of 
our Corn, when under a certain Rate, would be the 
moſt effectual Expedient, and the moſt certain En- 
this Means its 


Farms yearly, was thought to be the moſt likely Means 
of ſecuring us ſuch Plenty of Bread, as that its Price 
ſhould never riſe too high. Theſe have been both 
tried for ſome Years, but without producing the Ends 
delired ; for it is notorious, that we have ſome Years 


a Glut of Corn, and then It bears no Price; - in others 
a great Scarcity, and then its Price is exorbitant, and 


our People famiſhed. 
Nothing then but Granaries and Store-houſes, un- 


der the Direction of the Publick, can keep its Price 
within reaſonable Bounds. 
the Centre of each County, and filled in cheap Years 
(that is, whenever the Price of Grain ſhould fall be- 


low a certain Standard) and not opened, but in dear 


Years, (that is, when the Price ſhould riſe beyond 8 


certain Rate to be likewiſe fixed) and then only to 
be retailed weekly in ſmall Quantities, and at a mo- 


derate Rate, to the Inhabitants of ſuch County: Such 


Magazines, under ſuch Regulations, would always pre- 


vent the Evils and Miſeries of 3 ſupply our 


People 


If ſuch were erected in 
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People with Bread at a middling Price, and give 
conſtant and ſteady Encouragement to the Farmer 1 
keep his Plough always going. 
K Bounty on Exportation is certainly an ese 
ment to the Farmer, as it always keeps up the Price 
of Grain; but then it is attended with evil Conſequen- 
ces to our own People, which I fear are ſeldom ſuffi- 
ciently conſidered : I allow alſo, that Reſtraints and 
Penalties in ſome few Inſtances may do good; but, 


_ecution : Whereas Premiums are better fitted to work 
on the Tempers of Mankind, and never tail to raiſe 


1 ſuch a Spirit and Emulation, as are productive of new 
* _ Inventions and Improvements, in any Branch of Bu- 
8 ſineſs, to which ſuch Premiums are applied. 


4 If then we are deſirous to encourage Tillage effectu- 
> ally, let certain Quantities of the beſt Kinds of Wheat, 


and ſkilful of our Farmers, upon their giving Secu- 


rity to ſow the ſame in a proper Manner: Let alſo the 


| beſt and moſt approved Kind of Ploughs, Harrows, 


to the moſt expert Farmers, on their engaging to uſe 


our People) let them then be diſtributed more gene- 
rally, thro every Part of the Kingdom. 


ſuch as the draining Loughs and Bogs; reclaiming 


old High- Ways, or laying out of new ones in more 


C04 


generally ſpeaking, the more ſtrict and ſevere they 
are, the more likely they are to defeat their,own Ex- 


Barley, Oats, and Graſs-ſeeds, be annually imported, 
and diſtributed gratis, among the moſt induſtrious 


Rollers, Carts, Carrs, Spades, Hoes, and other uſe- 
ful Tools and Inftruments, be made and diſtributed 


the ſame, and to lend them out as Patterns to have 
others made by: And, after a few Years, (as the 
Knowlege and Skill in Huſbandry ſhall increaſe among 


Let large Premiums be alſo given to ſuch (whether . 
they be private Men or Companies) as will engage in 
any uſeful Works, attended with great Expence ; 


Heaths or Mountains ; opening Veins of Coals, Mines, 
or Minerals; making Rivers navigable ; repairing of 
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5 convenient places : Let Perſons alſo, who are well ſkill 
ed in all the Parts of Huſbandry, be brought over 


and ſupported at the publick Expence, in order to in- 
ſtru& our People, in the eaſieſt, cheapeſt, and beſt 
Methods of ploughing, ſowing, planting, ditching, 


draining, manuring, and keeping their Lands in con- 


ſtant Heart, whether it be by fallowing, burning, ſow- 


ing Graſs-ſeeds, or laying on of Soil and Manures : 
Loet fome of theſe Perſons be ſettled on Farms, in dif- 


ferent Parts of the Kingdom; let them be obliged to 


inſtruct a certain Number of Apprentices, in a regular 
Manner, both in the Theory and Practice of their 


Art; let them be always ready to teach any Perſons, 
in their Neighbourhood, who ſhall repair to them for 


that End; ſhewing and convincing them, by ocular 


Demonſtration, of the great Utility of their new Me- 


thods of Huſbandry, in Compariſon of the old ones, 


which are in Uſe 1 us: Let others of equal Skill 
travel thro' certain Di 


ricts of the Country, inſpect 
into the Methods of Huſbandry practiſed in each 


Place, and having proper Tools and Tackle along with 
them, and previous Notice being given of the Time and 


Place, let the ſeveral Inſtruments be then expoſed to 


the View of all the Perſons there aſſembled; let the 


Methods of uſing them be ſhewn and explained, both 
by Precept and Example, till ſome cf the moſt expert 


among our People ſhall be able to practiſe the Rules 
preſcribed, and in ſome Meaſure capable even to teach 


others: Let theſe Itinerants, in their next Circuits, 


inquire into the Progreſs which each Farmer has 
made, ſince his laſt Viſit ; obſerve his Readineſs and 
Skill in carrying on the ſeveral Branches, wherein he 
had before inſtructed him, and let each of them be 
reported according to his Induſtry and Improvements _ 
in the new Methods, and always find a ſuitable In- 


couragement from the Publick by Premiums of ſuch 
a Kind as are calculated to give Honour, as well as Profit. 


Such Methods of Inſtruction, accompanied with ſuch 
Encouragements, could not fail in a few Years to make 
55 N Tillage 


£ 


the Country be altered. e 
But ſtill there will be a great Difference in the na- 
tional Effects, ariſing from Premiums beſtowed (in 


_ [9] 


Tillage flouriſh among us. It was by Methods 
ſimilar to theſe, that our Linen Manufacture has been 
brought to its preſent thriving Condition: It is not ve- 


ry many Years, ſince we were under a Neceſſity of 


export large Quantities for a foreign Market. 
To a Method of this Kind are owing the few Im- 
provements, that are now carried on among us, both 


in Tillage and Manufactures : The voluntary Contri- 


butions of the Dublin Society, and other Societies lately 


formed in ſome of our Counties, on a like Plan, ought 


always to be mentioned with juſt Praiſe by every Man, 
who has the Intereſt of his Country at Heart: But as 
the Power and Funds of ſuch voluntary Societies, are 
of a limited Nature and depend chiefly on private and 
temporary Subſcriptions, the Effects which follow from 


them, cannot be of a large or extenſive Kind, or in 
any Meaſure adequate to the Wants of the whole 
Kingdom : Whereas, if You, Gentlemen of the Le- 
giſlature, who are at all Times inveſted with unlimited 
Powers, and ample Funds, would bend Your Strength 
this Way, ſuitable Effects might then be expected to 


follow from it; and in a few Years the whole Face of 


the Manner before deſcribed) upon our Farmers and 
Manufacturers, and ſuch as are derived from Bounties 


given to the Merchant on Exportation. This it will 
be neceſſary to explain a little, becauſe it ſeems not to 
have been thoroughly conſidered by thoſe Gentlemen, 


who have upon ſeveral Occaſions adviſed the giving 


of theſe latter Kind of Bounties. By the former Kind, 


our Farmers will acquire ſo much Skill and Knowlege 


in the Management and Improvement of their Farms, 
as will enable them to produce, from every Acre of 


their Land, a greater Quantity of Corn and Hay, * 
"EH W 3 0 


importing, from Abroad, great Part of the Linens we 
uſed for our own Conſumption, we are now able to 
ſupply ourſelves, at a much cheaper Rate, and alſo to 
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of a better Kind than they now do, by the common 


Methods of Huſbandry in uſe among us; by which 


Means they may afford to ſell every Barrel of Corn, 
and Load of Hay, vaſtly below the Prices they now 


get; and yet, upon the Whole, from the greater 


Quantity, and greater Goodneſs of their Crops, they 


will be greater Gainers than at preſent. The Effect 


of which will be, that every Labourer, Tradeſman, 
Gentleman, or other Perſon, who depends on the Mar- 
ket for Corn or Hay, may be ſupplied at a lower Rate 


than no,. 1 PT 
The ſame Reaſoning will hold with reſpect to Beef, 


Butter, Cheeſe, Hops, Sc. all which the Farmers 
will be able to furniſh at a lower Rate, by their Im- 
provements in Tillage. Conſequently all Sorts of 


Victuals being cheaper, every Labourer and Manu- 


facturer can afford to work cheaper, that is, at leſs, 
Wages by the Day, and a lower Rate by the Piece. 


And the Materials of our Cloathing, ſuch as Lea- 
ther, Wool, Hemp, or Flax, being alſo raiſed chea- 
per by the Farmer, muſt lower the Price of them to 


the Manufacturer, and ſo enable him to ſell his Ma- 


nufactures, when finiſhed, at a cheaper Rate. 


In like Manner, Premiums properly beſtowed, and 
the ſame Methods taken for the Inſtruction of our ſe- 
veral different Manufacturers, will increaſe their Skill 
to ſuch a Degree, that they will be able to work up 
a greater Quantity of their Manufactures in leſs Time, 


and in a better Manner, than now they do; by which 
they can afford to ſell each Piece of their manufactu- 


red Goods cheaper, and yet upon the whole make a 


greater Gain, at the Year's End, than they have hi- 
therto done. . | 


Theſe Kind of Premiums then, properly applied, 


cannot fail to increaſe both our Induſtry and Skill, in 


the Culture and Improvement of our Lands, as well 


as in the ſeveral Manufactures which may be an 

ways uſeful or wanting among us. And the Effect of 
thele Improvements upon ourſelves muſt be, that all 
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Kind of Food and Cloathing, and every Manufacture 
neceſſary or convenient for Life, will be in greater 
Plenty among us, and may be purchaſed at a lower 
Rate, and yet every Man, in his ſeveral Way, make 


a greater Profit by his Labour, at the Year's End, than 


now he can. 


And the Merchant Exporter Deng thus enabled to 
lay in his Cargo (whether of Proviſions or Manufac- 


tures) at a lower Rate, cannot fail to meet with a rea- 


dier Market, and quicker Sales abroad ; by which he 


will be enabled to make quicker Returns, bringing 


back the Value of his Cargo in ready Money, or ſuch 
Materials for Manufacture as are wanted at home, or 
may be prudently ſtored up for a foreign Market ; and 


thus, by making more Voyages, and each of them 
with more Profit, will in the Year, bring home a lar- 
ger Balance of Trade in our Favour. 


But now, as to that other Kind of Premium or Boun- 


ty which may be paid to the Merchant on Exporta- 


tion, it will have a contrary Effect both at home and 
abroad. : 


If a Bounty be given on theExportation of Corn, Beef, 


Butter, Leather, Flax, Wool, or any thing elſe which is 


neceſſary for our own Food or Cloathing, it never 


fails to raiſe and keep up the Price of thoſe Commo- 
dities at home. This is allowed by every body to 
be the Effect of it; and this is the Reaſon why ſome 


Gentlemen are ſo fond of it; for it is certain, that the 


Merchant (by the Help of this Bounty) can afford to 


give an higher Price for thoſe Commodities, than he 
could do if there were no ſuch Bounty allowed him: 
For if he can ſell abroad at ſuch a Rate, as (together 
with the Bounty) will pay him for the Cargo, Freight, 
Inſurance, and a reaſonable Profit on the Wie that 


* 


is all he conſiders as a Merchant. 
Now the ſame Price which the Merchant pays, eve- 


ry Man elſe in the Kingdom muſt alſo pay, for the Con- 


ſumption of himſelf and his Family; and the Labou- 


rer and Manufacturer, thus paying an advanced Price 
85 ö rob for 
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for Food and Cloathing, muſt raiſe their Wages, or 


put an higher Rate on the Goods they manufacture; 
this will make all thoſe Goods dearer for our own Con- 
ſumption at home, and dearer to the Merchant who 


is to export them: He will then be underſold by the 
Merchants of other Nations, whoſe Manufacturers are 


cheaper fed and cloathed ; his Goods will lie longer 


on hand, be ſold at longer Credit, or under prime 


Coſt : When he returns, he will have but little ready 


Money to lay out among us, having himſelf fold at 
long Truſt; or, he can't take as large Quantities as 


before, having a great Part of his laſt Cargo ſtill un- 


| fold, and in the Hands of Factors; or, he can't give 


as high Prices as before, being underſold by the'Mer- 
chants of other Nations; and perhaps of that very 
Nation which is cheaper fed and cloathed by Means 


of our Bounties: Our Manufacturers then muſt \ fit 
idle, and either ſtarve at home for want of Employ- 


ment, or leave the Kingdom in queſt of Work; the 
Materials of our Manufactures will then le on the 
Hands of the Farmer, or Grower, as uſeleſs Lumber ; 


the Farmer will then turn his Lands to Grazing, or 


any other Uſe which may yield him a better Return; 
the Materials of our Manufactures will then, in a few - 
Years, grow ſcarce and dear ; Labour alſo will grow 


dearer, Food and Cloathing dearer, and, in the End, 


every one of our Manufactures will grow dearer and 
dearer at home; whilſt at the ſame Time our Mer- 
chants are diſabled from ſelling them abroad, even if 
they could be purchaſed here at their former cheap 
Prices, FCC ONE 
"Theſe are the Home Effects of giving Bounties for 


the Exportation of the Neceſſaries of Life, or any of 


the Materials of our Manufactures. ET. 
Let us now ſee what Effects they produce in that 
Nation where they are vended, by the Help of our 


 Bounties. 


If the Bounty given be but barely ſufficient to pay 
the Merchant for Freight, Inſurance, and a reaſonable 
e „%%% © 


3 reer 


. „ 3 
Profit, he can then afford to ſell abroad at the very 
ſame Rate he bought at home; if the Bounty be more 
than ſufficient for theſe Purpoſes, he can then ſell 
abroad at a lower Rate than he laid them in at 
home. 8 8 85 5 5 
Our Proviſions then, by Means of this Bounty, be- 
come as cheap, or cheaper to Foreigners, than they 
are to our own People; they have then as much, or 
more Benefit, from our improved Tillage than we have 
ourſelves; their Manufacturers are by this Means fed 
cheaper than our own ; they can therefore work chea- 
per in all the Manufactures they carry on, their Goods 
come cheaper to their home Market, and of Conſe- 


4 quence their Merchants can underſel ours, in all fo- 

1 reign Ports where they meet. Theſe are the Effects 

wy of Bounties given for exporting any of the Neceſlaries 
of Life; the Price of them is by this Means always raiſed = } 
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upon our own People, and lowered upon Foreigners; 
and the natural unavoidable Conſequence of that is, 
that our Commodities of every Kind being thus wrought — | 
up dearer, and thoſe of Foreigners cheaper, their 
Merchants can afford to underſel ours, and by that 
Means will by Degrees carry off all Trade from us. 
A like Effect will follow, if we ſuppoſe a Bount 
given on the Exportation of our Flax or Flax-ſeed, 
Hemp or Hemp-ſeed, Wool, raw Hides, or any 
Thing which may be called the Materials of any Ma- 
nufactures, which may be uſeful for our home Con- 
ſumption, or convenient for any foreign Market; for 
by ſuch Bounties the Price of thoſe Materials will be 
raiſed upon our own Manufacturers at home, and 
| lowered upon thoſe of the Country to which we export 
them; which in the End will give that Country an 
Advantage in Trade againſt us, and gradually leflen 
a „ 
Something of the ſame Kind will follow (though in 
a leſs hurtful Degree) if we ſuppoſe a Bounty to be 
given on the Exportation of any of our es 
when only half wrought up; for that will enable other 
5 1 Nations 
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Nations to finiſh them cheaper than we can our- 
ſelves. N „ 
And in like Manner (though in a Degree ſtill leſs 
prejudicial) if we ſuppoſe a Bounty to be given for ex- 
porting our Manufactures, when wrought up and fi- 
niſned in the moſt complete Manner: For even in this 
laſt Caſe, which is the leaſt hurtful to us, yet the Ef- 
fect would be, that thoſe finiſh'd Manufactures would 
ſell ſo much dearer at home, and cheaper abroad, and 
by that Means the Country where they are vended 
will enjoy a great Share of the Benefits of our cheaper 
Labour, or ſuperior Skill. 3 3 
Upon the whole then it may be concluded univer- 
fally, that Bounties given for exporting any of the 
Growths or ManufaQtures of a Country, will in the end 
deſtroy the Trade of that County. ? 
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Ihe late Sir Matthew Decker, in his ſhort but in- 
. Treatiſe upon Trade, aſſigns the Bounties 
on the Exportation of Corn, which had been long 
given in England, as one of the Cauſes which had 
eontributed to the Decline of the Woollen Manufac- 
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ture in that Kingdom. a 8 
l! might produce the Authority of ſome other Wri- 
ters, in Support of the Opinion here advanced; but 
whoever has read Sir Matthew Decker with any De- 
gree of Attention, will allow his Authority to be of 
more Weight than that of a thouſand common Wri- 
1 JETS; |... | | 3 | For | 
| hut now, on the other Hand, all thoſe Bounties, 
Rewards, and Premiums given to the People, the Far- 
mers, and Manufacturers, either to teach, encourage, 
or aſſiſt them in carrying on any Branch of Tillage, 
any Improvement of their Lands, any new Manufac- 
tures that are wanted, or any Improvements in the 
old; all theſe, I ſay, cannot fail to be of infinite Ser- 
vice, by increaſing the 8 Goodneſs, and 
Cheapneſs of all our Proviſions and Manufactures, 
and at the ſame time will raiſe the Value of all our 
. F e 
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. 
Lands to a Degree which is ſcarce conceivable at pre- 
ſent. 
Some may think that our Lands are already raiſed 
too high; perhaps they are, in proportion to our 
Trade; but if the Improvements here mentioned were 


effeually carried on, the Farmer might certainly then 
5 n double the Rent he now pays, and yet, upon the 


hole, make a greater Profit out of every Acre of his 
Land than now he does. 
11. The laſt Thing 1 ſhall mention as wanting Ie 


| provement, is our Eſtabliſhment for ET and pro- 


pagating Religion and Virtue. 
It muſt be allowed, in general, that our Conſtitu- 


tion is well contrived for this Purpoſe; ſecured alſo by 


ad Laws, and ſupported by good Endowments. 


In the firſt Place, we have a Proviſion made for an 
Engliſh School in every Pariſh, and a Lalin School in 
every Dioceſe, belides ſome other Schools well endow- 


ed in particular Parts of the Kingdom. 


Here it was intended, that the Minds of Children 
ſhould be early formed to Religion and Virtue, to Ho- 


nour and Generoſity, to a Love of their Country, and 


a Reverence for God; that fo theſe good Impreſſions 


might be fixed in the young and tender Mind, before 


Vice had got Poſſeſſion; by which Means they would 


be enabled to keep their Ground, and be of great Ser- 
vice in all future Trials and Temprations. 
Whether ſuch due Care be taken to inſtil the Princi- 


ve of Morality and Religion into the Minds of our 


outh, in any of our publick Schools, or even in the 


Univerſity, I leave it to them to anſwer who have the 
Care and Direction of ſuch Foundations. 

Bur it is too notorious to be denied, that moſt of 
; the Time at Schools is taken up merely i in learning 


one or two dead languages, by Methods the moſt te- 
dious and burdenſome that can be well imagined ; and 

all the while that moſt uſeful Knowledge, which ought 
to be the End of all our Skill ja Languages, is in great 


meaſure neglected: Nay, indeed, I tear it will be 
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found, that ſome of our Schoolmaſters have little Re 


liſh for the ſublime Sentiments of the Heathen Mora- 
lifts or Chriſtian Writers; nor are they qualified for 

teaching any thing more, than the bare grammatical 
Conſtruction of a few claſſical Authors. 
In the next Place it muſt be allowed, that our Con- 
ſtitution is well contrived for keeping up a Senſe of 
Virtue and Religion among our People. The whole 
Kingdom was antiently divided into Pariſhes, and each 
Pariſh originally endowed with a Glebe and Manſe- 
Houſe, for the Accommodation and Reſidence, and 
Tythes, for the Support of a ſober, diſcreet, and 


learned Miniſter, who by his publick Preaching and 
Catechiſing, by his Inſtructions and Exhortations in 


private, and by the Example of a regular Converſati- 
on and Behaviour, might gently lead his Hearers into 
the Knowledge of Chriſtianity and the Practice of it's 


Precepts. 


But if, through the Confuſion of the Times, this 


wiſe Endowment hath been ſo far defeated, as that 


m many Pariſhes there is neither Glebe nor Manſe- 


Houſe to be found, nor Tythes left for the Support 
of a Miniſter : In this Caſe, would it not be wiſe in 


the Legiſlature to provide (at the public Expence) a- 


convenient Glebe and Houle in every ſuch Pariſh, with 


ſuch a Portion of Tythes, or other Maintenance for 
a Miniſter, as ſhould be ſuitable to the Expence of his 


Education, and the Years of Study requiſite to qualify 


him for that Office? 


By the ſame Conſtitution, an Eſtate and Manſion- 
Houſe was provided in each Dioceſe, for a Biſhop, to 


preſide over his Clergy, overſee the ſeveral Pariſhes 


within his Dioceſe, and inſpect into the Conduct of 
both Miniſters and People therein. And in like man- 


ner a Proviſion was made for an Archbiſhop in each 


Province, to ſuperintend and take Care of the Morals 


and religious Conduct of Biſnops, Miniſters, and Peo- © 
The 


| (8b: 
| Theſe are ſubordinate one to the other, but ſtill each 


of them is armed with a Power of puniſhing the Faul- 
= ty orNegligent, as well as Means of rewarding the De- 


erving and Diligent. + Oo a 
Whether theſe ſeveral "Truſts have been duly diſ- 


charged by our Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and Miniſters, 


I leave it to themſelves to conſider : and ſhall here 
only. ſay, that if any of my Lords the Biſhops have 
been too indulgent to the Faults of ſome of their 
Clergy, and too negligent of the Merits of others, it 


is in their Power to alter ſuch Conduct whenever they 
pleaſe; and, by fo * to remove one of the ſtron- 
ha 


geſt Objections which has at any time been made 
againſt Epiſcopacy : If any Pariſh Miniſters have 
deſerted their Cures, or neglected their ſacred Func- 
tions, it is in their Power, by a Change of Behavi - 


our, to heal the Wounds given to Religion, and wipe 


off the Scandals they had thrown upon our Church : 
And, if any of our People have ſhewn a Readineſs 


to invade the Rights of the Church, and diveſt the 


Eſtabliſhment of it's ancient Support, it is in their 


Power alfo, by an Alteration of their Conduct, to re- 


ſtore that Peace and Good-will which they had before 
- deſtroyed, Sn 5 

But if neither People, nor Miniſters, nor Biſhops 
can be perſuaded to return to their reſpective Duties, 


will it not then be incumbent on the Gentlemen of 


the Legiſlature to exert their Authority, and either 


ſpirit them up to their Duty by ſuitable Rewards, or 


compel them to it by condign Puniſhments ? 
In the Third Place, it will be allowed, I believe, 


that our Liturgy, thirty nine Articles of Religion, and 


Acts of Uniformity, were all intended for avoiding of 


Diverſity of Opinions, and for eſtabliſning of Conſent 


touching true Religion. . "00 
Have they in Fact anſwered that End? or rather do 
not Diviſions and Separations increaſe among us, with 
all their nuſchievous Conlequences ? are not Diſſen- 
5 . ters, 
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t 81] 
ters, of various Denominations, ſo multiplied, and 


ſtrengthened in Intereſt, that in many Places, they 
look upon themſelves as more than a Match for 


Churchmen, and are every Day coping and contend- 
ing with them? All which muſt breed Jealouſies, A- 


nimoſities and Broils, deſtructive to each of them, and 


pre judicial to the Proteſtant Intereſt in general. 


his Part of our Conſtitution therefore, in the Opi- i 


nion of many, ſeems to require a Review, and call 
for ſome Amendment. 


It has been advanced, as a thing morally impoſli- 


ble, to bring all Men to one Way of Thinking, with 


reſpect to ſo many different Doctrines and Tenets, 
as are contained in our Liturgy, and Articles of Reli- 
gion; and many of them alſo being in Points wholly 
ſpeculative, and abſtruſe in their Nature. 

It has been alledged, that ſuch abſtruſe, ſpecula- 
tive, diſputable Doctrines, might more prudently be 
left out of a general Liturgy, ſo as to find no Place in 
a Form of Prayer compoſed for the conſtant and ordi- 
nary Uſe of common People, which ſhould rather 
conſiſt of unfeigned Confeſſions of our Sins, earneſt 


Supplications for Pardon, Holy Reſolutions of A- 
mendment, and ardent Petitions of Grace and 
Strength to fulfil the fame, with hearty Acknow- 
ledgments for publick and private Bleſſings, both 


Temporal and Spiritual, and an humble Dependance 
on Providence for a Continuance of his Favour and 
Protection againſt every Evil. 


It has been argued, that the introducing into our 


Forms of Prayer, any Points of Controverſy, or dil- 


puted Doctrines, has a Tendency to ſour the Mind, 


and lead us into uncharitable Reflections upon oſe 
who are known to be of a different Opinion: which 
ought eſpecially to be avoided, when we publickly 
meet in one Place, to offer up our ſolemn Addreſſes to 


that God, who is the common Creator, Redeemer, 


and F ather of us all; before whom all Bickerings 
and Diſtinctions ſhould ceaſe, and every Expreſſion 


be 
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[291 
be avoided, which might raiſe ſuch Emotions in our 
Breaſts. „ 555 2 
If cherefore our Liturgy was reformed, by leaving 
out of it ſuch diſputable Doctrines, all ſincere Pro- 
teſtants (tho of different Perſuaſions and Opinions, 
as to many Points controverted among us) might ſafe- 


ly join in one and the ſame common Form of Worſhip, 
without wounding their Conſciences. But ſtill, un- 
| leſs ſomething was alſo done to open a Way for the 
Admiſſion of their Miniſters into our Church, it is 
much to be feared, that many of their People would 


be unwilling to deſert their old Paſtors, and for this 
Reaſon(were there no other) might ſtill obſtinately per- 


fiſt in their Separation. In this View, would it not be 
adviſeable, that ſome Things ſhould be alſo omitted, 
which are now contained in the Thirty Nine Articles 
of Religion, and the Terms of miniſterial Communi- 


on ſo far inlarged ? 


Where would be the Harm, if Subſcription were. 


required to none of the Articles, but ſuch as are ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary to Salvation? as to ſuch ſpeculative 
Doctrines (the explicit Profeſſion of which is neither 


required in the Scriptures as a Term of our Accep- 
tance, nor recommended as uſeful in Practice) 


| where would be the Inconvenience, if our Church was 
to make no Definitions of them, nor our Miniſters 
any Declarations about them, or Subſcriptions to 


them? ET 
And, as to thoſe ſublime Diſtinctions, which relate 


to the Divine Nature and Eſſence, and never can be 
comprehended farther than they are plainly revealed in 
the Scriptures, where would be the harm, if our 


Church would be content to leave them in the ſame 


Latitude and generality of Expreſſion, in which they 
are found in the Scriptures ; without pretending to 


explain them more minutely, or define them more 
preciſely, than the Scriptures themſelves have done ? 
The Scriptures (for Inſtance) are allowed to be 


general and indeterminate, with reſpect to the meta- 
ns phyſical 
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phyſical Nature of the Father, the Son, and the Ho- 


Ghoſt ; but with reſpect to the Divine Attributes of 


theſe three Perſons, and their feveral Offices in the 
Work of our Redemption, they are plain and expli- 


Where then is the Wiſdom of our taking upon us 
to explain theſe Points farther than God himſelf hath 
explained them ? or where is the Policy in our rejec- 


ting all thoſe from the Miniſtry in our Church, who 
| fcruple to ſubſcribe to any Explications of thoſe 
Points, but ſuch as are given by our Saviour and his 


Apoſtles in the Scriptures themſelves ? 


Theſe are the great Objections made by the Diſſen- 
ters againſt miniſterial Communion in our Church: 
And till they are fo far removed, as to open a Way. 


for the moſt moderate among their Miniſters to be 


admitted into our Church; there will be little hopes of 
reconciling their People to us, tho' we ſhould make 


the Terms of Lay-Communion ever ſo eaſy or agree- 


able to them. But if both our Liturgy and Articles 


were reformed according to ſome ſuch comprehenſive 
Plan, as was projected by ſome eminent Divines ſoon 


alter the Revolution, this would remove the Founda- 


tion for many Objections againſt our Church, and of 
Courſe, bring over all reaſonable and moderate Men 


to our Communion ; and leave all others without Ex- 


„ 


And as to ſuch as might ſtill continue obſtinate 8 
their Separation, their Numbers would be ſo far di- 
miniſhed, as to be incapable of diſturbing the Govern- 


 —— 4 
Let ſuch Men however (even after this Teſt of 


their Obſtinacy) enjoy a free Toleration, and Liberty of 


worſhipping God in a Way agreeable to their Conſci- 


ences, without being moleſted or diſturb'd by us: But 


never let them have any hopes of being admitted any 
more, into Places of Truſt or Profit; nor have a Vote 
in Veſtries, Corporations, or the Election of Members 


of Parliament. For, as long as ſuch Men have any 


Proſpect 


e 
nn 


1 

Proſpect of being admitted into Places of Truſt or 
Profit, or have a Vote in the Election of ſuch; ſo long 
they will be ſtill ſtruggling for more and more Power; 


T leave it to the Wiſdom of the Nation to conſider, 
whether it be conſiſtent with Prudence, to leave an 


and Conteſts in the Kingdom. 


I have before propoſed what I thought neceſſary, with 
_ reſpect to Tillage, Manufactures, Fc. But as right 
| Notions of God and Religion, and the conſcientious 
5 more eſſential to the Well-being of any State, than 
any other Particulars whatſoever; I ſhould therefore 


Revival and Improvement. 5 86 
Il know ſome Perſons are of Opinion, that the Bu- 


Religion: That true Religion is ſeated in the Heart, 
of which the State can form no Judgment; and ſhould 
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other World, by that God, who is a Diſcerner of the 


1 3 81 
1 „ 
PWR 
39 7 
of 


Hypocrite. 
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in his Works of Creation and Providence, his Hatred 
of Sin and Wickedneſs, and yet his Compaſſion to 


nal Miſery which is threatned to the Diſobedient and 
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nor ever be at reſt, till they have pulled down the 
Church, and raiſed themſelves upon its Ruins: And 
Open, or give Incouragement, to perpetual Diviſions 


| Theſe, Gentlemen, are my Sentiments on this Head; 


Diſcharge of our moral and ſocial Obligations, are 


think it not beneath your Wiſdom, to take into your 
Conſideration, the declining State of Religion and 
Morality among us, and to deviſe ſome Means for its 


| ſineſs of the State is only to regulate our outward Ac- 
tions, and not to trouble itſelf with our Principles of 
therefore leave that to be rewarded or puniſhed in an- 
Thoughts, and can diſtinguiſh the Sincere from the 
But ſtill 1 fay, that as right Notions of God and 
Religion, his infinite Power and Goodneſs diſplayed 


Sinners manifeſted in the Scheme ot our Redemption, 
the Aſſurance of Life and Immortality given to thoſe 
Who patiently continue in Well- doing, and that eter- 


Impenitent; as all theſe Notions moſt effectually tend 
to make us good Men and good Subjects, induſtrious 
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in our Callings, frugal in our Expences, temperate in 


our Pleaſures, honeſt in our Dealings, faithful in our 
Truſts, and helpful to our Neighbours; and as the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, early inſtilled in- 


to us, conſtantly inculcated on us, and habitually rivet- 


ted in our Hearts, cannot fail to make us ſuch : Sure- 


ly in this Light they become of political Conſideration, 
and ought to be the chief Care and Concern of eve- 
ry Society. | i 


As far indeed as Religious Opinions are merely | 


ſpeculative, and have no Influence on our Practice, 
ſo far, I allow, it may be prudent in any State, not to 
meddle with, or concern itſelf in them: But as far as 


they have an Influence on our Morals, fo far ſurely it 
will be wiſe in the Legiſlature, to do every thing in 


their Power, to propagate and imprint ſuch Principles, 


and preſerve them at all Times freſh and lively, upon 


the Minds and Conſciences of the People. 


And this may be done in the ſame Manner as any 
Improvements can be carried on in any of our Manu- 


factures; and that is, by making proper Regulations 


in the Affair; by taking care, that theſe Regulations 
be well obſerved, and effectually executed; by giving 
Premiums, Honours, and other Encouragements, ta 


ſuch as comply with the Rules laid down; and ſuit- 


able Puniſhments, with Contempt and Infamy, upon 
the wilful and obſtinate Tranſgreſſors. 

Theſe Things will make School-maſters diligent in 
inſtructing the Youth committed to their Care; theſe 


Things will make Miniſters active and vigorous in 
the Diſcharge of their parochial Duties, earneſt in their 
private Exhortations, and vehement in their public 

Preachings. % / et To hops 


Human Nature 1s much alike in the whole Spe- 


cies; every Man is influenced in ſome Degree by 


the ſame Paſſions; prompted to Action by Honour, 
and Reward, and deterred by the fear of Diſgrace and. 
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Make then the Imployment of School-maſters and 


Miniſters, generally honourable, as well as profita- 


dle; and you will ſoon have a Number of ingenious 
Men, well qualified, to engage in that Buſineſs, and 


ready to offer themſelves for that Service. _ 
Let the Honours and Emoluments thereof be re- 
gularly given, only to ſuch as have been tried for ſome 


Years, and approved themſelves well in their Office; 
and you will have every one of them endeavouring to 


excel the others in every Branch of their Duty. 


Let Suſpenſion, Degradation and Infamy, be the 


Portion of every idle and diſorderly Clergyman; and 
very few of that Character will invade that Holy 
Function; or continue ſo long in it, as to be a Scan- 
dal to it. ALAS ent, bp „ 

Thus, Gentlemen, have I ventured to lay before 
you ſuch Hints, as may be of Uſe in the Improve- 


ment of our Kingdom: They are not new ; nor of my 
Invention; Iclaim no Merit on that Account. 1 
know there are already, different Societies formed, for 
the carrying on ſeveral of them: Such are the Truſ- 
tees of the Linen Manufacture, Inland Navigation, 
Turnpike Roads, Charter Schools, and Firſt Fruits; 


alſo the Cambrick Company, Dublin Society, and 

other voluntary Societies, in different Parts of the 

Country. : 5 5 
Some of theſe have taken great Pains, and have 


done a great deal of Good, and would have done 


more, had their Funds been equal to their Deſires of 


ſerving the Publick : Others have fallen into ſome Er- 
rors and Miſtakes; which, being now viſible to them · 
ſelves, may therefore be eaſily ſet right, and avoided 


for the Future, and I fear, there are ſome Abuſes 


crept into others ; which will require your Authority 


EE OTA Lt 55 S3008 
But ſuppoſing all former Miſtakes could be rectifi- 
ed, and all Abuſes removed; yet moſt of theſe Soci- 
ties are ſo limited in their Funds, and circumſcribed 
in their Powers (either by the Ligiſlature, from a Jea- 
| „ LE louly 
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entirely, and to erect one 


a Pur 


our Country, might be expected to ariſe. 
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louſy of truſting too much Power in private Hands; 


or by their Charters from his Majeſty; or by their 


own By-Laws) that great Part of the Good, they might 
otherwiſe do, is by theſe Means defeated, and can- 


not be put in Execution: And there is alſo a great 


Part of the Funds, allotted for theſe Purpoſes, neceſ- 


ſarily conſumed in "the Salaries of Officers, and Wages 


of Servants, belonging to ſo many different Boards. 
Now theſe Things being all conſidered, it is ſub- 


mitted to the judgment of theſe Societies themſelves, 


as well as to you, Gentlemen, who compoſe the great 
Aſſembly of the Nation, whether it might not be ex · 
pedient, either to diſſolve theſe particular Societies 
general Society in their 
Room, by the Name of the NATIONAL SOCIETY; 

or elſe, theſe particular. Societies continuing, to con- 
ſtitute one general Society for the whole Kingdom, to 


which all particular Societies now in being, or here- 
þ after to be inſtituted, ſhall be ſubordinate. _ . 
This NATION AI. SOCIETY to take Re EY its 


Protection and Encouragement every Part of the King- 


dom ; and every Kind of Improvement, that any 
Part of it is moſt capable of; to be as well guarded from 
all partial Proceedings, Errors, Inconveniencies, and 
Abuſes, as human Wiſdom can deviſe : To be en- 
dowed with a Fund, ſufficient to anſwer ſo extenſive 
pole : To be inveſted with a Power, adequate 
to ſo beneficial an End: Ini its Operations to be ſubject 
to no Controul, or Impediment, from the ſelfiſh Views 


_ of private Proprietors : ; nor accountable for its Orders, 


or Actions, to any inferior Tribunal, Court, or Juriſ- 
diction, fave only to the ſupreme ( Court of the Nation, 
in Parliament aſſembled. 

All Kinds of uſeful Undertakings being thus car- 


Tied on under the Direction and Encouragement of 


one ſuch Society, would mutually aſſiſt, and become 
ſubſervient to one another; and from their united 
Strength, the utmoſt Improvement of ourſelves, and 


It. 
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It is not poſſible, in the Nature of Things, that a- 
ny Scheme, which is to be executed by a Number of 
Agents, of different Wills, Intereſts, and Abilities, 
ſhould admit of a certain and mathematical Calcula- 
tion in its Effects: All, that can be expected in ſuch 
Caſes, is, that they be rational and probable. 
Whether what is here propoſed be ſuch, is now 
ſubmitted to You, and the Publick. I fear indeed, 
that the Scheme may have many Defects in itſelf ; as 
| well as be ſubject to ſome Miſtakes in the Execution. 
L have endeavoured to guard againſt ſuch, as occur- 
red to me; and here commit it to the Publick, not 
as a perfect Model, or Plan; but as an Eſſay, in or- 
der to be further examined and tried ; to have its Er- 
rors corrected, its Faults amended, and its Omiſſions 
ſupplied, fo as to make it anſwer the Purpoſe intend- 
ed, which is in Truth nothing elſe, but the GENE- 
RAL AND EFF ECTUAL IMPROVEMENT OF 
IRELAND. | 


The SCHEME, er PLAN, of a ' National gary. 


DD a new Society be incorporated (by Act of Par- 
liament) by the Name of the National Society, 
for the general Improvement of Ireland. 
Let this Society conſiſt of the following Members. 
Eight Truſtees for the Crown; to be nominated 
by the Crown, out of the Officers and Servants of 
the Crown. 
Six Truſtees for each County: ; abc of them to be 
generally reſident in the County for which they are 
choſen ; and to have a real Eſtate in the Kingdom, 
not leſs than one thouſand Pounds a Year; or a Per- 
fonal Eſtate, not leſs than ten thouſand Pounds. 
Two of theſe to be choſen by the Houle of Lords, 
and four of them by the Houſe of Commons ; being 
192 for all the Counties. CE 
And ſixteen Truſtees for Religion ; that is, four 
for each Province, to be choſen by the Clergy of each 
| A © --- ... PROVINCE 3 


1 
Province; two of them from among the Biſhops, and 
two from Among the Clergy of the reſpective Pro- 
vinces. 
All ſuch Elections, at firſt, and hereafter, to be 
made by the Ballot. 
Let this Society have a Conn Seal, with Clerks 
and other neceſſary Servants, at moderate Salaries. 
A Treaſurer will not be neceſſary, as their Fund may 
be paid into the publick Treaſury, till a national Bank 
ſhall be erected ; and afterwards into ſuch Bank. | 
Let all the Meetings of this Society be regularly 
held, either, in the Parliament Houſe, or the Caſtle, 
on the firſt Mondays in the Months of November, 
December, Fanuary, February, March and April, 
Let there be a large Gallery round the Chamber 
| where they meet, with Liberty for any Gentleman to 
attend, who is deſirous of Information in any Affairs, 
which may come before this Society. 
Let no Number leſs than nine be allowed at any 
Time to form a general Board: Nor any Money be 
| granted, nor any Work undertaken, nor Contract 
enter'd into for ſuch Work, but in purſuance of an 
Order of ſuch monthly general Board ; to be entered 
upon their Books, and ſigned by at leaſt nine Mem- 
bers then preſent ; and the ſame alſo confirmed in 
like Manner at the next general Board. 
Let this Society be capable of taking Grants and 
Deviſes of Lands, as well as Gifts and Legacies, with- 
cut Limitation. And be alſo inveſted with ſuch Pow- 
ers, and Funds, as ſhall bejudged requiſite, for car- 
rying on a Scheme of ſo extenſive a Nature. Which 
will include every Means that can be thought of, for 
the Encouragement and Improvement of Tillage, and 
turning our Lands to the beſt Advantage, by the 
help of different Manures, different Kinds of Culture, 
or different Crops, either of Corn, Turnips, Graſs- 
Seeds, Hops, Flax, Hemp, &c. The building alſo 
of Granaries, and the Management of the Corn in 
them: The draining of Loughs and Bogs, and con- 
| verting | 


L 37 J 
verting them into Arable, Meadow, or Paſture 
Grounds; the reclaiming of barten Heaths and Moun- 
tains; the promoting of Commerce by convenient 
Roads and Bridges; and the Eaſe of Carriage by a ge- 
neral inland Navigation, of whieh no Country is more 


capable. When to theſe we add the great Variety of 


different Kinds of Manufactures, which are now im- 
ported, and might be profitably carried on among our 


own People; the Mines and Minerals, which lie bu- 


ried in the Bowels of our Mountains, without being 


worked by us; the vaſt Shoals of Fiſh, with which 
our Seas abound, and are yearly carried off by other 


Nations, to their immenſe Profit ; the ſeveral inge- 
nious and mechanical Arts, which render Life com- 
modious ; the Knowledge of Ship-building, and Na- 


vigation, neceſſary to the Merchant; the Study of 


the Belle Letters, Oratory, Hiſtory, and Poetry ; 


together with Law, and Civil Polity, proper to adorn 
the Gentleman : And beyond all theſe, the propaga- 


ting of Morality and Religion among us; without 
which we ſhould be neither good Subjects, ſociable 
Creatures, nor friendly in our Behaviour, or honeſt in 
our Dealings one with another. 


large Funds, and great Encouragments, before ever 
we can hope, to have them brought to any Degree 
of Perfection among us. „ 


Let this Society appoint particular Committees, for 


particular Buſineſſes, (for Inſtance, for Law, Religi- 
on, Education, Tillage, Navigation, Manufactures, 


&c. as ſhall be found neceſſary) who may meet, and 
adjourn, as they ſhall think proper, in the Intervals 
between each general Board; in order to prepare and 
digeſt ſuch Matters, as relate to their particular Ap- 


intments, to be laid before the general Board. 


Let half the Truſtees, for the Crown, for the 
Counties, and for Religion, go out of Office, at the 
End of every two Tears; (at firſt by Ballot, after- | 


wards in their Turn) none of them to be capable of 
A ͤ being 
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All theſe take in a wide Compaſs, and will require 
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being re- elected for four Years, except to ſupply + AC» 


cidental Vacancies occaſioned by Death. 
Let new Truſtees be choſen into the Room of thoſe 


who go out of Office, by the reſpective Electors before- 


mentioned, viz. four by the Crown; one for each 
County by the Lords; and two for each County by 
the Commons; and two for each Province by the 


Clergy. 


And if it ſhould happen that no Parliament was in 


being, then the Election for the County-Truſtees to 


be made by ſuch Members of the laſt Parliament as 


| ſhall aſſemble for that Purpoſe in the Parliament 
Houſe, at the Time appointed. 


Let this Election of new Furs be held the firſt 


Medneſday in the Month of March; by the Lords 


and Commons in the Parliament Houſe ; and by the 
Clergy aſſembled in the Cathedral Church of the 
Provincial Se. 

And let a Return be de to the Society, by the 


Crown, the Lords, Commons, and Clergy, as ſoon as 


may be: And if no ſuch Returns be made on before 
the monthly Meeting of the Society in April, then the 
Society itſelf to proceed to ſuch new Election of Mem- 


bers. 


And in caſe of the Death of any Member, another 
to be choſen in his Room by the Society at their next 
general Meeting, under the Reſtrictions and Limita- 
tions aforeſaid ; ſuch Perſon ſo choſen, to continue 


only for the reſpettive Time, that the deceaſed Mem- 
ber would have been intitled to, had he not died; 


and ſuch temporary Choice to be no Bar to the ſame 
Perſon's being choſen, at the biennial and general 


Elections. 
Let this Society allo appoint a ſtanding Connie. 3 


for each Province, and another for each County: Such 


Committees to continue for two Years. ” 
The Provincial Committee to conſiſt of . 4 %/". 1 "eg 


tees for each of the Counties in that Province; to be 
choſen at firſt, one of them by the Lords, and * 
© 


1 


of chem by the Commons; and afterwards of courſe 


the Senior, or continuing Truſtees to ſucceed to this 
Office. 


Let theſe Provincial Committees al woes on regu- 


lar and fixed Days, either in the Parliament Houſe, 


or the Caſtle, viz. The Leinſter Committee on the firſt 
Thurſday ; the Ulſter on the ſecond Thurſday : the 
| Munſter on the third 7 burſaay ; ; and the Connaught on 


the fourth Thurſday, in the Winter Months before- 
mentioned, (with a Power of adjourning as they ſhall 


think . in order to prepare and digeſt ſuch Mat- 
ters as relate to their reſpective Provinces, to be laid 
beforę the general Board for Approbation. Any three 
of the Members of theſe Committees to form a Quo- 
ruh 

Let theſe Provincial Committees meet alſo in dif. 
ferent Parts of their reſpective Provinces, on the firſt 


Wedneſday in lay, June, Fuly, Auguſt, September, 
and October; the Places of Meeting on ſaid Days to 


be fixed every Year at the general Board for April; 
and to be then publiſhed in the Gazette, and other 
News Papers. 

Let theſe Provincial Committees examine into the State 
of their ſeveral Provinces; make Enquiry what Im- 
provements are moſt wanted, or could be moſt con- 


veniently carried on; take an Account of ſuch as are 


actually begun, with the Progreſs made in them; and 
receive Propoſals from tuch as are diſpoſed to carry on 
any new ones. 

Let them allo, from theſe fixed monthly Meetings, 


always adjourn to ſuch Places, as they ſhall think pro- 
per, in order to inſpe& and view with their own Eyes 


theſe ſeveral Things; and alſo to hear Complaints of 
Damages, and finally aſcertain them, as to them ſhall 
ſeem reaſonable. 


Let Minutes be taken of all theſe Particulars, and 


entered on their Books, in order to be reported to the 
= Board next Winter. 


S But 
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hut let not any Committee take upon them to grant 


any Sum of Money, nor engage in any Undertaking, 


nor contract for the ſame, any further, than they ſhall 
be from Time to Time impowered, for ſuch Purpoſes, 


by the Orders or Reſolutions of a general Board. 


Let the County Committees conſiſt of the other 
three Truſtees for each County, who are not appoin- 


ted of the provincial Committee; and let them meet 


and adjourn as they ſhall think proper, in order to ex- 


amine, enquire and inſpect, into the State of their 


particular County, and every thing relative thereto, 
in like Manner as the Provincial Committee may do 


in their reſpective Provinces; and to make their Re- 


ports both to the Provincial Committees, and alſo to 


the general Board. But not engage in any Work, 


farther than they ſhall be thereto authorized by the 
general Board. . 


Let theſe County Committees attend at ſuch Pro- 


vincial Meetings, as are to be held in their own, or 
any neighbouring County; and at ſuch Adjournments 
as are to be made to any Places in their Neighbour- 


hood, for viewing Improvements, or aſcertaining Da- 
mages. 120 3 n 


In Order to raiſe a Fund ſufficient for the Purpoſes 


of ſo extenſive a Scheme; let additional Duties be laid 


upon every Species of Luxury; ſuch Duties to be col- 


lected, (without any additional Expence) either by the 
Officers of the Port, on the Importation of ſuch as 
are foreign; or, the Officers of the Exciſe, on the Con- 


ſufnption ; or, by the Hearth- money Collector, as a per- 


ſonal Tax, according as each Man ſhall voluntarily inliſt 


himſelf in ſuch a Claſs; or ſet himſelf down for the Pri- 
vilege of uſing ſuch and ſuch * Luxuries, either at his 
* Table, 


* A Plan or Scheme of a Tax on Luxuries is very ju- 


diciouſly laid down, in the before- mentioned Treatiſe, by the . 
late Sir Matthero Decker, and the ſame enlarged and further 


explained, in an Appendix to a late ingenious Eſſay on Trade, 
publiſhed by Mr, Tucker of Briſtol. Both of theſe Treatiſes 


Ale 
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Table, in his Dreſs, Furniture, Equipage, or any other 
Way, for himſelf and his Family. 


Let alſo the whole Profits, as well as the Direction 


of a national Bank be inveſted in this Society. 


And as there will be no Neceſſity for continuing the 


preſent Corporations, intruſted with the Care of the 


Linen Manufacture, Inland Navigation, Turnpike 


Roads, Firſt Fruits, c. after this Society ſhall be 
_ eſtabliſhed; therefore the diſtinct Funds already grant- 


ed, or annually to be given for theſe diſtinct Purpoſes, 
may be alſo very properly veſted in this national So- 


ciety. 


der more effectually to carry on the general Improve- 
ment of the Kingdom, will not, I hope be interpreted 
as an Injury, or Affront to the preſent Truſtees of any 


of them, becauſe moſt of them, either now or here- 


after, in their Turn, will probably be elected into this 
general Society: But, if theſe Corporations are con- 
tinued, or others hereafter inſtituted, in Aid of the 
national Society, (which may perhaps be of Uſe in ſome 


particular Places, and for ſome particular Purpoſes) 


they muſt all be ſubordinate to this Society; and only 


enjoy ſuch Revenues and Powers, and for ſuch Times, 


as this Society ſhall think proper. 


Let the whole Tranſactions and Accounts of this So- | 


ciety be laid before the Parliament every Seſſion, for 
their Inſpection and Direction; and all their Proceed- 


ings and Accounts then regularly printed and publiſhe, 


I am not aware of any reaſonable Objection, which 
can be made to this Scheme. 7 Dh RH 

The Tax upon Luxuries cannot affect the Labour- 
er, Mannfacturer, or lower Kind of People, in any 


hurtful Degree; but it may rather be hoped, to be a 


Means of curing the Taſte for thoſe Follies, in many 


_of p 


are particularly adapted to«the Comprehenſion of Gentle- 
men, and are in Truth very well worth the Peruſal of every 


| Perſon, who is deſirous of underſtanding the tiue Intereſt of 


his Country, 


To ſuperſede theſe particular Corporations, in or- 
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of our middling Kind of People: And where it can- 
not Cure the Taſte, (as among the rich and great, it 
is neither to be expected, nor deſired,) there it will 
direct it to the Service of the Publick. 

There will be no Room for Deceit or Impoſition i in 


the Execution of this Scheme; becauſe, as every Sum 
will be laid out, and every Improvement carried on, 


in the Neighbourhood, and under the Eye of the 
Truſtees, in their ſeveral Counties, it will not be poſ- 


ſible to deceive, or impoſe upon them. A Board meet- 


ing only in Dublin, and conſiſting of Members, Who 


for the moſt Part reſide there, are liable to be deceived ; 


Certificates are ſeldom refuſed, and Affidavits of the 
Perſons concern'd are too eaſily ſwallowed. But here 


a Proviſion is made to prevent ſuch Impolitions. Three 


Gentlemen of affluent Fortunes, generally reſident in 
their Counties, are appointed to inſpect into every 
Thing that is doing in their reſpective Counties. They 
are to perambulate, or ride thro' their reſpective Coun- 
ties, from Time to Time; frequently to meet and 
confer together, and to make faithful Reports of the 
State of every Thing ; both, to the Provincial Com- 

mittees, and alſo to the general Board. Three other 


Gentlemen alſo, of equal Fortune and Figure in their 
Counties, are to meet regularly in each Province, with 


a like Number from every other County in that Pro- 
vince ; and to inſpect into whatever 1s doing, either 
in the Province at large, or in any of the Counties of 
it : They are alſo to ride to ſuch Places, where Im- 
provements are carrying on; inſpect into the Conduct 


of the Perſons imployed in them; view with their own 


Eyes; and reward with their own Hands; purſuant 
to ſuch Powers, as ſhall be delegated to them by the 
general Board The Members for each County, thus 


alternately paſſing into each others Diſtricts ; viewing 
the ſeveral Operations ; conferring upon them, and 


comparing together the different Methods practiſed i in 
each; will be enabled, by this Method, to aſſiſt one 


another 1 in bringing every Manufacture and Improve- 


ment | 
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ment to the — Perfection. Thus alſo an Emu- 
lation will be raiſed, between the different Counties, 

and at the ſame Time the different Truſtees for dif- 
ferent Counties will be checks upon one another; and 
prevent any Abuſes of their Truſt; if we could ſuppoſe 
ſuch Gentlemen to be capable of any ſuch Abuſe. 
But above all; their Rotation, (half of them going 
out, and others coming in every two Years, ſucceſſive- 
lp.) will effectually guard againſt all Abuſe of their 
Truſt, or Neglect of their Office; and will raiſe ſuch 
a Spirit and Emulation among them, that the onl 
Conteſt will be, who ſhall exert himſelf moſt in the 
Service of his Country. 
By this Scheme every Truſtes (except thoſe * 
go out at the End of the firſt two Years) will continue 
1n Office four Years; the new Members, who come 
in every two Years, will thus always have an equal 
Number of Members of two Years Experience, to aſ- 
ſociate with; which will be fully ſufficient for their 
| Information, and for the carrying on of the publick 
Buſineſs to Advantage. When Men are ſuffered to 
grow old in Office, they contract a Stiffneſs, a Kind of 
Liſtleſneſs, Which makes them indolent and ſlow; 
new Men are always more active and vigorous. 
This Rotation then will always ſupply you with ſome 
of Spirit and Activity, as well as others of Experience 
and Skill; without any being continued fo long, as to 
fall aſleep i in his Office. 
And, tho' no Salary or Perquiſite, is ever to be al- 
lowed to any of the Members of this Society, yet I 
imagine, there will be no Want of Candidates at the 
biennial Vacancies : For every Gentleman will be am- 
bitious of the Honour of ſerving his Country in fo high 
a, Truſt : And, from the Rotation, and quick Succeſ- 
ceſſion, each of them will pique himſelf in endeavour- 
ing to outdo thoſe, who went before him. 
And as all the Tranſactions and Accounts of this 
Society are to be conſtantly laid betore the Parliament, 
it will be eaſie to correct any Errors, remedy Incon- 
veniencies, and guard againſt Abuſes, according as 


they 
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they are found to ariſe from unforeſeen Occaſions, or 


ſelfiſh Deſigns. 


The numerous Meezings of the Society in the City, 


and of the ſeveral Committees, both in the City and 
Country, may perhaps to ſome appear burdenſome, 


and be thought to take up too much of the Time of 


the Members thereof. 


But this is one of the great Advantages of this 


Scheme, that it is calculated, to give conſtant and 


agreeable Entertainment, as well as uſeful Imploy- 
ment, to Men of large and independent Fortunes ; 


who otherwiſe, (having no particular Buſineſs,) might 


perhaps otherwiſe paſs away their vacant Hours, in 
uſeleſs Amuſements. 


Here then is a Society founded, both for the Amuſo- 


ment and Inſtruction of ſuch Men; which will anſwer 
all the Purpoſes of an uſeful Academy ; ; here the 

may acquire Knowledge in Trade, Manufactures, Til 

lage, mechanical Arts and Inventions, Oratory, Poli- 


ticks, the learned Sciences and Religion; in ſhort, in 
every Thing, which is to render them uſeful to them- 


ſelves, or ſerviceable to their Country: Here they may 


agreeably ſpend their leiſure Hours, and become Pro- 
ficients in experimental Knowledge, without the Fatigue 


and Confinement neceſſary in a Courſe of ſevere Study. 


Every Gentleman then, whether he has the Honour 
to ſpeak in this Aſſembly as a Member, or only to ſit 
in the Gallery as an Hearer, may here find both 
Amuſement and Advantage in his Attendance. 

I believe, no Scheme of this Sort was ever brought 


to its Perfection at firſt: If therefore this ſeems plau- 


ſible, let the preſent Parliament make a Beginning, 
by enacting a Law, for conſtituting a Society, with 
ſuch Powers and Funds, as may anſwer the Purpoſe 


here intended. If this, or any other Scheme, ſhall 


upon Tryal be found in any thing defeQtive, the Omiſ- 
ſions may be ſupplied in the enſuing Seſſion ; if any 


Abuſes ſhould hereafter get Footing, they may be re- 
moved, as faſt as oy. are dilcovered. 


lt 


1 1 


11 the Huſbandman was deterred from his Buſi- 
neſs by a threatning Cloud, or impending Shower, he 
would never put his Hand to the Plough, nor commit 
his Seed to the Ground. 
If the Mariner was affrighted by every Guſt of 
Wind, he would never quit his Port, nor venture 
upon che Main. And if the General ſhould ſeruple to 
lead on to an Attack, till he could demonſtrate its Suc- 
ceſs, without a Poſhbility of a Miſcarriage, he might 
waſte his Time in kruitleſs Deliberations, and inactive ö 
Campaigns. | — 
In like Manner, if we ſtand debating on the . 1 
rent Utility of different Expedients, propoſed for the = 
Improvement of ourſelves and our Country, without 
fixing upon any of them; becauſe, perhaps, (by Ac- i 
cident, or wilful Miſmanagement) the Succeſs of the { 
beſt laid Deſigns may poſlibly be defeated ; in ſuch a 9 
Caſe, Ireland may again become a Deſert, and im- : 
paſſible Moraſs; and our People as wild and rude, as | 
the old Natives are reported to have been, who uſed _ i 
to hide themſelves in the Woods and Bogs. J ; 
Nothing is eaſier, than for captious Men to raiſe q 
Objections to every new Expedient, which can be 1 
propoſed: In the Eyes of ſuch Men, Dwarfs ſwell i 
into Giants, and Molz-hills rite into Mountains. 
| Whereas, if we ever hope to ſee this Kingdom 
flouriſh, it muſt be by trying, and giving Encourage- 
ment to every plauſible Scheme. 
And tho! ſuch may ſometimes fail in the Execution; 
or not come up to all, that the Inventor of them fond- 
ly imagined, or warmly promiſed; yet in the Execu- 
tion, there is generally a Diſcovery made of ſomethin 
elſe, which perhaps proves equally uſcful to the Pub- 
lick. 
I cannot therefore chink, that any Man of a publick 
Spirit will object to this Scheme; but indeed I am 
afraid, that ſome Perſons may oppoſe | it from a ſelf- 
intereſted View ; either, as having no Hopes of bein 
choſen into the Management ot it themlelves; or, if 


they 


here propoſed ? 
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6 they ſhould be choſen, yet the Time for their conti- 


nuing in Office is ſo ſhort, that it will be ſcarce poſſi- 
ble for them to make a Jobb of it. But to yon, 
Gentlemen, who are the Guardians of the Publick, 
the Objections of ſuch Men, will be its ſtrongeſt Re- 
commendation. | „ ADDN 

Alter all, I fear it may be ſaid by ſome deſponding 


* 


Perſons, that tho' the Scheme here propoſed, ſnould 


be allowed to be probable, yet it will be impoſlible 
for the Nation to defray the Expences of it. We are 


but juſt recovered from a Situation of the utmoſt Di- 
ſtreſs; Poverty and Famine are yet painted in the 


Faces of many of our People; we are fo cramp'd in 
our Trade; ſo overdrawn by our Abſentees; and the 


Nation already ſo much in Debt; that many will 


aſk, how it will be poſſible for us (already ſo loaded 


and oppreſſed) to raiſe the Sums, which will be ne- 


ceſſary for carrying on ſuch Variety of Improve- 
ments, and in ſo extenſive a Manner, as has been 


| This indeed may ſeem a formidable Objection to 


many ; but to me has no Weight at all. Becauſe it is 


in every Man's power to make his Share of the Tax 
as little as he pleaſes ; by abſtaining, either in the 
Whole, or in Part, from thoſe Luxuries, on which it 
is chiefly to be laid: But at all Events, every Perſon 


in every Situation, will be inabled to pay his Propor- 


tion of this Tax, by the greater Plenty and Cheap- 


\ neſs, it will occaſion in all the Articles of our Food 
and Clothing, and every other neceſſary of Life; fo 
that upon the Whole, every Man in the Nation will 
be at firſt a Saver; and afterwards a conſiderable 
Gainer by it. 8 


For by the Improvement of Tillage, and a more 
ſkilful Culture of our Lands, they may be made to 


yield more than double the Increaſe they now do; 
conſequently every Farmer may afford to ſell cheaper, 
and yet make a much greater Profit by every Acre of 


his Land than he can at preſent. The Neceſſaries of 
VCC Life 


„„ 
Life being thus raiſed cheaper by the Farmer, every 
Weaver (for Inſtance) may afford to work cheaper; 
and the Skill of the Weaver being alſo increaſed by 
the Method propoſed, he may finiſh every Web in a 
ſhorter Time, and in a better Manner than now he 


can. The ſame will hold with reſpect to the Flax- 


dreſſer, the Spinner, the Bleacher, and every other 
Perſon concerned in the Linen Trade ; each of them 
may work cheaper, ſell cheaper, and yet at the 


' Year's End have a greater Profit upon their reſpec- 


tive Labours than now they have. ; 

The ſame Reaſoning may be alſo applied to every 
other Kind of Manufacture, and every other Branch 
of Buſineſs which can be carried on in the King- 
dom. e . FW 

I then, by the Encouragement of this Society, our 
Huſbandmen can have double Produce from their 


Lands, and our Tradeſmen double the Quantity of 
their Manufactures, at the ſame Time that they are 
improved in Goodneſs ; what is to hinder but that 


every one of them may afford to fell cheaper than 
now, and yet upon the whole make a greater Profit ? 


The Effect of which will be, that all the Neceſlaries 
of Life will be in greater Plenty and cheaper, for our 


own Home- conſumption; and both Neceſlaries and 
Manufactures, in much greater Quantities among us, 
ready to be ſold to the Merchant Exporter at a chea- 
per Rate alſo. And the Merchant, thus buying chea- 


per at home, can afford to ſell cheaper abroad, and 
by that Advantage can always command the foreign 
Markets, make quick Sales, quick Returns, take off + 


larger Quantities of our Wares, and give ſuch a briſk 
Circulation to Trade as mult ſet all our Hands to work, 
and fill our Country with Peop te. 
What would it then ſignify if a Tax of two hundred 
thouſand Pounds a Year was laid upon us, and put 


under the Direction of this Society, for the general 
Improvement of the Kingdom; provided that by ſuch 


Im- 


— 22 = 
—— —¼ — 
” VB 


” ; 7 : WE * * a "4 F 
» . 2 8 * . 
* FR ö y * - * | 
, 4s 


1 


Improvements we could fave yearly two hundred thous 
ſand Pounds in our own Conſumption, and at the 
fame time could export tour hundred thouſand Pounds 
worth of Corn and Manufactures, more than we could 
ever do before ? = . 


Here there would be not only a Saving of two hun- 
dred thouſand Pounds in our own Conſumption, as an 
Equivalent for the Tax laid on, but alſo a Surplus of 
four hundred thouſand Pounds annually gained tothe 
Nation. Wt Th 
And as Huſbandry, Trades, and Manufactures 
would be every Day multiplying among us, as well as 
carrying on to ſtill greater Degrees of Improvement; 
fo this National Gain would be every Year increaſing. 
The Merchant would find Vent for more Goods, theſe 
would employ more Hands, People would flock into 


our Country, till the whole became a Land of Villa- 


ges and Gardens ; our Ports would be crouded with 


Ships, importing and exporting all Kinds of Commo- 


dities; our Rivers and Canals would be covered with 


Flats and Lighters, carry ng from our Ports the vari- 
ous Materials for our diffe 

bringing down the ſame again curiouſly wrought up, 
and made eight times more valuable by the Labour of 
our People. TE 8 


rent Manufactures, and 


This is a glorious Proſpect, capable of rouſing up 
the moſt ſluggiſh Mortals, and giving Life and Acti- 
vity to the moſt indolent Spirits: And here ſhall leave 
it to dwell upon the Minds of all who have any Re- 


gard for themſelves, their Poſt erity, or th eir Country. 


I am, 
My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


POST- 


POSTSCRIPT. 


4 Perſons may perhaps think that! have not 


been full enough, nor seg as ſeems ne- 
ceſſary in explaining thoſe different Branches of Im- 


provement which have been here recommended; and 
that others, perhaps equally uſeful, have been intirelx 


omitted by me. confeſs the Charge, and ſhall 
only ſay, that I was chiefly ſollicitous to prevent this 


little Eſſay from ſwelling into a large Volume, leſt 1 
| ſhould thereby treſpaſs too far upon the Time and Pa- 


tience of thoſe Gentlemen to whom I had the Boldneſs 
to addreſs it. I wiſh it may not ſeem already too 


long and tireſome to any of them. Beſides, if the ge- 


neral Deſign of it be ſo far approved, as that a Socie- 
ty ſhould be founded for the Purpoſes of it, the parti- 
lar Ways and Means of carrying on every particular 
Kind of Improvement to the greateſt Advantage of the 
Kingdom, will come more properly before that Socie- 
ty: Anda ſmall Premium annually propoſed by the 
Society, for the beſt Diſcourſe on any particular Sub- 
ject they think proper, will probably ſet many Heads 


and Hands to work; ſome or other of which cannot 
fail of producing ſomething which may deſerve their 
Approbation: Whereas it would be great Preſumption 


in me, or any one Perſon, to think himſelf capable of 


writing, fully and judiciouſly, on all theſe ſeveral 


Subjects, by which our Country might be improved : 
It might be interpreted as little leſs than an arrogant 


| Attempt, to ingroſs the whole Attention of the Pub- 
lick; and might diſcourage an uſeful Emulation in 
others, to promote which, is a chief Part of the general 


Deſign of this Eſſay. 
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